THE NEW RUSSIAN: LEISURE
the horrors of an imaginary Utopia of scientific
achievement, a world in which almost every con-
ceivable want may be satisfied by mechanical and
chemical devices of all kinds. Humanity, in this
universe, relaxes. Distress of every kind may be
relieved by the taking of a Soma tablet or a piece of
sex hormone chewing gum. Pleasure can be secured
obviously and passively by the mechanical titillation of
the erogenous areas of the surface of the human body,
by all sorts of mass erotic sports, by Feely Palaces and
by universal and highly sanitary sexual promiscuity.
Leisure, in such a world, is just one long succession of
Paris brothels on a community basis. If science
satisfies desires^ then, says Air. Huxley, the Utopia of
the future will satisfy them with a vengeance.
As we can see, this is not altogether an optimistic
picture of material progress. It is perfectly true that
the growth of knowledge will, in the course of time,
provide mankind, especially Soviet mankind, with the
technical means of creating a "Brave New World/*
It will do so, however, only if humanity so wills it, for
the use of knowledge is never, except under a system
controlled entirely by the so-called laws of supply and
demand, an automatic process. It is of the essence of
Communism, however, that it sets the mind free from
such externally imposed laws. It exalts to enormous
213